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HONITON  BOROUGH  COUNCIL 


Hnnual  Report  of  tbe  flDeMcal  Officer  of  ibealtb 

for  1937. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors. 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual 
Report  for  the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1937, 
and  which  deals  with  Public  Health  Matters  and 
the  Sanitary  Administration  of  the  Borough  during 
the  Year  1937. 

Our  record  for  immunity  against  Infectious 
Disease  was  rather  spoilt  by  the  outbreak  of 
Diphtheria  in  June.  Although  the  cases  were 
mild,  yet  at  the  time,  it  caused  grave  anxiety, 
owing  to  the  fact,  that  a large  proportion  of  the 
Sewers  were  open  for  replacement  and  I think 
there  was  no  doubt,  that  the  cause  of  the  outbreak 
was  due  to  this  factor,  together  with  a very  dry 
period,  and  high  winds,  I shall  deal  more  fully 
with  this  outbreak  later  in  my  report. 

Influenza  appeared  in  the  early  months,  but 
again  of  a very  mild  type,  and  five  cases  of 
Pneumonia  occurred  in  the  Borough.  I am  very 
glad  to  report  that  no  cases  of  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum  were  reported,  also  no  cases  of 
Puerperal  Fever,  which  again  speaks  very  highly 
of  the  Nursing  Services  in  the  Borough.  During 
the  year  great  progress  has  been  made  with  the 
new  Sewers  and  which  without  doubt,  when 
exposed,  showed  how  badly  needed  they  were, 
and  what  a grave  danger  the  old  sewers  were 
to  the  Borough. 
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I am  sorry  to  report,  that  practically  no 
steps  have  been  taken  to  hasten  on  the  clearance 
of  the  Slum  Areas,  a fuller  report  on  this,  will 
be  made,  later  on  in  my  report. 

I think  on  the  whole,  the  milk  supplies  of  the 
Borough,  have  maintained  a good  average  for 
purity,  constant  supervision,  and  examination 
of  the  milk,  no  doubt  has  largely  contributed  to 
this  factor. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


As  reported  in  my  opening  remarks,  an  out- 
break of  Diphtheria  occurred  in  the  Borough  in 
June  and  July.  In  all,  6 cases  occurred  in  the 
following  districts 


The  Meadows 
King  Street 
High  Street  West 


4 cases. 
1 case. 

1 case. 


While  the  cases  were  of  a mild  type,  yet  it 
caused  me  considerable  anxiety.  The  majority  of 
the  cases  were  in  the  Meadows  and  King  Street, 
and  the  fact,  that  the  National  Schools  are 
situated  in  King  Street,  and  for  over  6 weeks, 
the  sewers  in  King  Street  were  lying  open,  and 
during  the  period  they  were  exposed,  we  were 
subject  to  a period  of  high  winds,  and  dry  weather. 
This  with  the  very  bad  state  the  Sewers  were  in, 
were  I think  without  doubt,  the  cause  of  the 
outbreak. 

There  was  also  a case  of  Encephalitis  Lethar- 
gica  reported,  and  which  unfortunately  died  ; 
also  one  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurring  at  All- 
hallows  School. 
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SEWAGE  SYSTEM. 

During  the  year  great  progress  has  been  made 
in  laying  the  new  concrete  sewer  in  the  main 
street,  and  I think  there  is  no  doubt,  it  was  a 
necessity,  especially  when  one  saw  the  condition 
of  the  old  brick  sewer,  which  had  absolutely 
perished,  all  the  mortar  between  the  joints 
having  perished. 


HOUSING. 

As  I reported  last  year,  I still  consider  there 
is  a great  demand  for  houses  for  the  working 
class.  The  Council  have  the  land  in  hand,  and 
I should  like  to  see  many  more  houses  built,  but 
no  steps  have  been  taken  since  my  last  report. 

SLUM  CLEARANCE. 

I am  gravely  concerned  as  to  the  position 
of  the  cottages  condemned  under  the  Slum 
Clearance,  and  below  I give  a summary  of  the 
position  of  the  Areas  on  January  1st,  1938. 

Lees'  Buildings.  17  Cottages. 

(a)  Mrs.  Lake.  3 Cottages. — Demolished  and  site 

cleared.  (The  Council  have  agreed  that  a 
last  portion  of  Mrs.  Lake's  cottages  shall 
be  left,  as  this  forms  a support  for  the 
house  in  King  Street  in  which  Mrs.  Lake 
lives). 

(b)  Mr.  Hussey  (Agent).  2 Cottages. — Demolish- 

ed and  site  cleared. 

(c)  Messrs.  Real  & Studley.  6 Cottages. — Demol- 

ished and  site  cleared. 

(d)  Exors.  late  Mr.  A.  Dimond.  3 Cottages.- 

These  Cottages  have  been  purchased  by 
Mr.  B.  Yates.  The  inside  will  be  taken 
out,  a new  roof  fixed  and  it  will  be  used 
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as  a store.  The  Council  haveapp  roved 
the  plans  for  the  proposed  alterations  and 
have  allowed  them  to  stand. 

(e)  Exors.  late  Mrs.  Chard.  3 Cottages. — Only 
side  and  back  walls  left  standing. 

Rosy  Cottages.  6 Cottages. 

(a)  Mr.  Hutchings.  4 Cottages. — Owner  has 

taken  down  the  inside  partition  of  2 
cottages  on  the  first  floor  and  one  partition 
of  one  cottage  on  the  ground  floor. 
Nothing  else  done. 

( b ) Mrs.  W.  P.  Cox.  2 Cottages. — Owner  has 

taken  down  the  partition  on  the  first  floor 
The  tiles  of  these  Cottages  were  removed, 
but  have  been  replaced. 

Channon's  Court.  9 Cottages. 

(a)  Late  Mr.  Madge.  4 Cottages.— -Demolished. 

New  Cinema  on  site. 

( b ) Late  Mr.  Sansom.  2 Cottages. — Sold  to 

Mr.  Hook.  Cottages  demolished.  Garage 
erected  in  the  garden.  Site  of  old  cottage 
left  as  open  space  and  used  as  a yard. 

(c)  Mr.  G.  Proll.  3 Cottages. — Part  of  one 

cottage  demolished,  others  not  touched. 

Edwards  Buildings.  5 Cottages. 

Iliese  have  not  been  touched. 

I consider  this  report  extremely  unsatisfactory. 

The  Council  on  the  29th  August,  1934,  passed 
a resolution  declaring  these  areas  as  Clearance 
Areas. 

On  the  9th  November,  1934,  the  Council  passed 
an  order  for  the  demolition  of  these  Areas. 
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Following  these  twro  resolutions,  a Public 
Inquiry  was  held,  and  subsequently  on  June  21st 
1935,  the  Ministry  of  Health  confirmed  the, 
C'learance  Order. 

The  position  to-day  is,  that  certain  owners 
have  loyally  carried  out  their  orders  and  totally 
demolished  their  properties,  while  others  have  not 
paid  the  slightest  regard  to  the  Council  Orders, 
and  beyond  making  the  tenants  leave,  have 
done  nothing  to  their  properties. 

It  seems  to  me  very  unfair,  and  not  in  accord- 
ance with  the  spirit  of  the  Act,  that  the  owners 
who  carried  out  the  Council’s  orders  and  demol- 
ished their  properties  and  cleared  the  sites,  should 
now  see  those  owners  who  defied  the  Council, 
turning  their  properties  into  garages  or  stores. 

The  Slum  Clearance  was  not  a pleasant  duty 
for  your  Officials  to  deal  with,  but  it  has  been  made 
a hundred  times  more  umpleasant  to  the  Officials, 
by  the  Council  not  insisting  on  the  demolition  of 
all  the  properties.  The  aggrievedownersnaturally 
think,  and  rightly  so,  that  they  have  not  had  a 
square  deal. 

I do  hope,  that  in  the  coming  year,  the  Council 
will  see,  that  these  properties  are  pulled  down. 
Those  remaining  are  derelict,  and  are  a grave 
danger  to  the  children,  who  will  insist  in  playing 
m these  areas.  Chimneys  are  leaning,  walls 
bulging,  and  to  add  to  the  danger  to  health,  they 
are  being  made  use  of  in  the  dark,  as  public 
conveniences. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCE. 

Every  year  I have  to  urge  the  provision  of  a 
Public  Convenience,  but  at  present  no  site  has  been 
selected.  With  the  enormous  amount  of  motor 
traffic  through  the  Town,  the  provision  of  accom- 
modation has  become  absolutely  necessary. 
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IMMUNISATION. 

During  the  year,  owing  to  the  threatened 
outbreak  of  a serious  epidemic  of  Diphtheria, 
I put  into  force,  the  Immunisation  Clinic  I had 
prepared  a few  years  ago. 

The  response  of  the  parents  was  very  gratifying. 

Out  of  a total  of  403  children  attending  the 
National  Schools  I immunised  345,  leaving  a 
total  of  58  not  immunised.  The  method  I used  was 
the  one  shot,  Alum  Precipated  Toxoid  and  the 
dose  giveu  was  0.5  c.c.,  and  I am  very  glad  to 
report  that  in  no  case  did  I see  any  serious  reaction 
afterwards  from  the  immunisation  injection. 

I hope  during  1938  to  visit  these  Schools 
again  and  immunise  all  newcomers,  and  I also 
hope,  that  those  who  refused  will  come  forward 
and  be  done,  so  as  to  obtain  as  near  as  possible 
a 100  per  cent,  immunised  Borough. 

I would  here  add,  that  in  order  to  prevent  any 
misunderstanding  that  the  Scheme  was  a purely 
voluntary  one,  and  no  sort  of  compulsion  was 
used.  Parents  were  sent  a consent  form,  some 
weeks  before  the  actual  day,  and  they  were  asked 
to  say  Yes  or  No.  Then  to  sign  the  Form  and 
return  it  to  the  Head  Teacher. 

In  no  case,  did  I try  to  persuade  any  child 
to  be  done,  whose  parents  had  objected. 

I think  the  majority  of  refusals  were  due  to 
parents  expecting  the  children  to  have  a vaccina- 
tion arm. 

It  was  rather  curious,  that  the  majority  of 
refusals  came  from  the  area  where  the  Diphtheria 
had  broken  out,  and  one  rather  expected  the 
parents  in  this  area,  wuold  have  rushed  to  have 
had  their  children  immunised. 
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Another  interesting  factor,  and  which  shows 
the  value  of  immunisation  was  that  in  one  house, 
where  a grown-up  contracted  Diphtheria  and  had 
not  been  immunised,  the  other  children  in  the 
house  who  had  been  done,  remained  free  from 
the  infection. 

Once  the  Scheme  was  launched,  there  was  the 
usual  opposition  from  the  Anti-Everything  Bri- 
gade, but  I was  a little  too  quick  for  them,  getting 
my  Clinic  finished  before  their  letters  appeared  in 
the  papers,  but  they  certainly  caused  a lot  of 
distress  in  the  minds  of  the  parents  whose  children 
had  been  done,  as  I had  numerous  parents  come 
to  see  me,  but  I was  able  to  reassure  them.  I 
would  here  like  to  place  on  record  my  deep 
appreciation  of  the  help  I received  from  the 
Staff  of  the  National  Schools.  Their  assistance 
in  organising  the  children  was  invaluable,  and  I 
deeply  appreciate  their  kind  and  efficient  help. 

I would  also  like  to  thank  Dr.  Finlay  and 
Nurse  Greedy  for  so  kindly  helping  me  in  the 
immunisation. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Although  there  has  not  been  a real  shortage 
of  water,  yet  we  have  had  to  conserve  our  supplies, 
by  cutting  off  at  night,  in  order  to  prevent  exces- 
sive waste  from  leaky  sources.  The  latest  report 
on  the  Springfield  supply  is  not  too  satisfactory, 
and  I should  not  be  surprised  if  this  source  of 
supply  had  to  be  abandoned  in  the  near  future, 
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As  I pointed  out  in  my  last  report,  the  storage 
capacity  of  St.  Gyres,  which  is  now  the  same  as 
when  the  reservoirs  were  built,  is  not  sufficient 
for  the  needs  of  the  Borough,  but  a new  factor  has 
now  arisen,  and  that  is  the  removal  of  Allhallows 
School  to  Rousdon,  I calculate  that  they  were 
using  5 to  6,000  gallons  a day,  and  whether  this 
will  make  all  the  difference  to  our  supply,  remains 
to  be  seen.  But  I have  not  much  doubt,  that  in 
the  near  future,  either  additional  storage  at  St. 
Gyres,  or  a new  source  of  water  supply  will  have 
to  be  found. 


Estimate  of  Population  ....  ....  3,195 


BIRTPI  RATE  TABLE. 

Per  1,000  No.  of  Births  Registered, 
of  the  Population 


1928 

12.3 

....  38 

1929 

11.6 

....  36 

1930 

13.6 

....  42 

1931 

13.8 

....  43 

1932 

12.5 

....  39 

1933 

12.6 

....  42 

1934 

11.1 

....  37 

1935 

12.1 

....  40 

1936 

12.1 

....  39 

1937 

12.5 

....  40 

In  1937  the  number  of  Births  registered  was 
40,  an  increase  on  1936,  when  39  Births  were 
registered. 

24  males.  16  females. 

No  illegitimate  Births  were  registered,  as 
ggainst  2 in  1936, 
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DEATH  RATE  TABLE. 


The  number  of  Deaths 

registered  from 

causes  was 

44  as  against  31 

in  1936. 

18 

males. 

26  females. 

Per  1,000  of 

No.  of  Deaths 

the  Population 

Registered. 

1 928 

11.3 

....  35 

1929 

11.6 

....  36 

1930 

12.3 

....  39 

1 93 1 

13.8 

....  43 

1 932 

16.2 

....  50 

1 933 

12.9 

43 

1 934 

11.1 

....  39 

1935 

6.7 

22 

1936 

9.07 

| ....  31 

1937 

13.7 

....  44 

Infantile  Mortality. 


Infantile  Mortality  (under  one  year)  shows  2 


deaths 

as  compared  with 

2 in  1936. 

1928 

0 deaths 

1933  .... 

1 death 

1 929 

3 deaths 

1934  .... 

3 deaths 

1 930 

1 death 

1935  .... 

1 death 

1931 

....  2 deaths 

1936  .... 

2 deaths 

1932 

<...  2 deaths 

1937  .... 

2 deaths 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

I beg  to  report  that  2 deaths  have  been 
registered  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  in  1937. 


1928 

..  6 deaths 

1933 

..  2 deaths 

1929  .. 

..  3 deaths 

1934  .. 

..  2 deaths 

1930  .. 

..  2 deaths 

1935  .. 

..  0 deaths 

1931  .. 

..  5 deaths 

1936  .. 

..  0 deaths 

1932  .. 

..  4 deaths 

1937  .. 

..  2 deaths 
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Deaths  from  Cancer. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  registered 

were 

7. 

1928  ....  3 deaths 

1933  .. 

10  deaths 

1929  ....  6 deaths 

1934  .. 

. 4 deaths 

1930  ....  7 deaths 

1935  .. 

3 deaths 

1931  ....  6 deaths 

1936 

3 deaths 

1932  ....  6 deaths 

1937 

7 deaths 

(3).  NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 

Disease. 

Total  Admitted 

Notified.  to  Hospital.  Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 .... 

2 

....  0 

Diphtheria 

6 

6 

....  0 

Enteric  Fever 

0 .... 

0 

....  0 

Puerperal  Fever 

0 .... 

0 

....  0 

Erysipelas 

1 

0 

....  0 

Pneumonia 

4 

0 

....  1 

Tuberculosis - — 

(a)  Pulmonary 

6 

2 

....  2 

(b)  Non- Pulmonary.... 

0 .... 

0 

....  0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

0 .... 

0 

....  0 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

0 .... 

0 

....  0 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  TABLE. 

Males 

Females. 

All  Causes — 

....  18 

26 

Cancer 

....  3 

4 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

....  0 

4 

Heart  Disease 

....  3 

9 

Other  Circulatory 

....  0 

0 

Bronchitis  .... 

1 

1 

Other  Respiratory  .... 

....  0 

.... 

0 

Tubercular  Lung 

....  2 

0 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

....  0 

• • . • 

0 

Suicide  and  Other  Violence  ....  I 

1 

Other  Defined  Causes 

....  2 

.... 

1 
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Pneumonia 

1 

0 

Diabetes 

...  0 

1 

Nephritis  .... 

...  0 

2 

Other  Digestive  Disease 

...  0 

1 

Premature  Birth 

1 

1 

Senility 

...  3 

1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

0 

GENERAL  PROVISION 

OF 

HEALTH 

SERVICES  IN  THE  U 

RBAN 

AREA. 

Hospitals  Provided  by  the  Local  Authority 

or  County  Council. 


Tuberculosis. — Provided  for  by  the  County 
Council. 

Small  Pox. — do.  do. 

Maternity . — There  is  no  Hospital  provided  for 
Maternity  Work,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Workhouse  Infirmary  at  Honiton. 

Fever, — The  Council  have  a contract  with  the 
Exeter  Sanitary  Authorities  to  take  all  their 
Fever  cases. 

Other  Hospitals.— There  are  no  other  Hospitals 
available  in  the  district,  and  all  cases  have  to  go 
to  the  Royal  Devon  and  Exeter  Hospital. 


Unmarried  Mothers. 

There  is  no  provision  for  unmarried  mothers, 
illegitimate  children,  and  homeless  children,  the 
Workhouse  being  the  only  accommodation  avail- 
able. 
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Ambulance  Facilities. 

Infectious  cases  are  removed  by  the  Ambulance 
belonging  to  the  Exeter  City  Fever  Hospital.  Non- 
Infections  cases  are  dealt  with  by  an  Ambulance 
financed  by  the  Red  Cross,  and  stationed  at 

Honiton. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 
Maternity  not  provided. 

Child  Welfare  provided  by  the  Local  Com- 
mittee at  Honiton. 

Day  Nurseries  are  not  provided. 

Tuberculosis  provided  by  the  County  Council 
at  Ivybank,  Exeter. 

Venereal.  Treatment  is  provided  by  the 
Devon  and  Exeter  Hospital. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE 

LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  a part-time 
official. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  a whole-time  official, 
who  is  also  Food  Inspector. 


PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

Two  district  Nurses  are  employed  by  the 
Nursing  Association  for  maternity  and  general 
nursing  in  the  home,  with  infectious  cases  excepted. 
There  is  no  provision  made  for  the  nursing  of 
infectious  cases  in  the  home,  and  the  district 
Nurses  are  not  allowed  to  do  this  work. 
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MID  WIVES. 

The  control  and  inspection  of  Midwives  is 
now  undertaken  by  the  County  Council. 


PREVALENCE  OE  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Infectious  Diseases  generally  during  the  period  1937. 


N on-Notifiable  Disease.  It  is  rather  difficult 
to  report  on  this,  as  no  statistics  are  available, 
and  the  only  basis  to  work  upon  are  the  reports 
of  absences  from  school  supplied  to  me  by  the 
Head  Teacher. 


Influenza.  This  appears  to  be  a regular 
winter  visitor,  attacks  varying  in  virulency  every 
two  or  three  years.  1937  was  of  a very  mild  type. 

Arrangements  for  Treatment  of  Tubercular 
Patients  who  desire  Sanatorium  treatment  are 
made  by  the  County  Authorities. 


HONITON  WATER  SUPPLY  and  HOUSING. 

Report  of  the  Water  Supply  and  Housing  is 
included  in  the  Surveyor’s  Report  with  analysis 
of  water. 


I have  much  pleasure  in  appending  Mr.  Jones’ 
Report. 
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Bnnual  Report  ot  tbe  Santtarp  JnspeRor,  1937. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors. 

I have  the  pleasure  of  presenting  my  Report 
for  the  year  1937. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

During  the  year  1937,  we  experienced  a long 
period  cf  dry  whether  but  there  was  no  shortage 
or  cause  for  anxiety,  and  it  was  not  necessary  to 
turn  off  the  supply  at  night,  as  in  other  years. 

Both  supplies  of  water  have  been  excellent  in 
quantity  and  quality. 

The  lime  treatment  plants  at  St.  Cyres  and 
Springfield  are  working  quite  satisfactorily  and 
from  analyses  the  samples  taken  were  shewn  to  be 
free  from  lead  contamination.  The  new  slow 
sand  filters  at  Springfield  have  been  completed 
and  are  working  well.  Before  these  filter  beds 
were  installed,  the  water  from  Springfield  was 
often  discoloured  after  rain,  but  this  does  not  now 
occur. 

A small  section  of  water  main  has  been  ex- 
tended during  the  year. 

The  Borough  Council  has  always  endeavoured 
to  supply  water  to  the  inhabitants  within  the  area 
of  the  distributing  water  mains,  but  there  is  only 
a sufficient  supply  for  the  present  population  and 
there  is  no  reserve.  A new  source  of  supply  must 
be  secured  and  there  should  be  no  delay.  A 
good  supply  of  pure  water  means  a healthy 
community. 
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Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water. 


St.  Gyres  Water  Supply. 

(After  being  filtered). 

NUMBER  OF  BACTERIA. 

Absent  from  Present  in 

Bacillus  coli  communis  ....  50  c.c.  00  c.c. 

Streptococcus  ....  ....  50  c.c.  00  c.c. 

Microbes  developing  colonies  visible  at 
the  end  of  60  hours  in  beef  peptone 
gelatin  at  22°  C ....  ....  65  per  c.c. 

Microbes  developing  as  above  and 

causing  liquefaction  of  gelatin  ....  4 per  c.c. 

Microbes  developing  colonies  visible  at 
the  end  of  24  hours  in  beef  peptone 
agar  at  37°  C ....  ....  4 per  c.c. 

Springfield  Water  Supply, 
number  of  bacteria. 

Absent  from  Present  in 

Bacillus  coli  communis  ....  50  c.c.  00  c.c. 

Streptococcus  ....  ....  50  c.c.  00  c.c. 

Microbes  developing  colonies  visible  at 
the  end  of  60  hours  in  beef  peptone 
gelatin  at  22°  C ....  ....  20  per  c.c. 

Microbes  developing  as  above  and 

causing  liquefaction  of  gelatin  ....  0 per  c.c. 

Microbes  developing  colonies  visible  at 
the  end  of  24  hours  in  beef  peptone 
agar  at  37°  C ....  ....  2 per  c.c. 

The  Public  Analyst  states  that  the  bacterio- 
logical purity  of  both  samples  is  satisfactory. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

A number  of  house  drains  have  been  re-con- 
structed during  the  year  and  this  applies  to 
drains  of  properties  connected  to  the  main  sewer. 
A considerable  improvement  has  been  made  in  the 
drainage  of  the  properties  which  are  outside  the 
Sewer  Area.  The  owners  of  these  properties 
are  now  realising  that  although  unable  to  connect 
to  the  sewers,  the  drainage  can  be  improved  by 
septic  tank  arrangements  and  by  doing  away 
with  the  nuisance  of  pail  closets  and  privies. 

A large  section  of  the  foul  sewer  has  been 
constructed,  with  manholes  for  inspection  pur- 
poses, to  relieve  the  old  sewer,  which  during  wet 
weather  was  heavily  charged,  the  consequence 
being  that  the  manholes  were  filled  with  foul 
sewerage  and  this  overflowed  on  to  the  land. 

A new  sewer  has  been  constructed  between 
the  old  outfall  at  Western  Meadow  and  the 
Sewage  Disposal  Works.  Sections  of  the  sewers 
have  had  to  be  rejointed  as  it  was  found  that  a 
quantity  of  water  besides  the  sewer  effluent,  was 
finding  its  way  into  the  Sewer.  New  manholes 
have  had  to  be  built  to  replace  the  crude  ones  in 
existence.  In  many  cases  the  old  manholes  were 
formed  by  placing  a slab  of  stone  on  some  bricks 
and  covering  the  whole  structure  with  soil  and 
road  material.  Sewers  to  take  surface  water 
have  been  laid  to  relieve  the  load  in  the  foul 
sewers. 

Still  a large  number  of  sewers  in  the  Town 
need  to  have  their  collars  re  jointed  and  manholes 
properly  constructed. 

The  old  barrel  brick  sewer  in  High  Street 
is  being  replaced  by  a new  section  and  comment 
on  this  must  be  left  over  until  the  next  Annual 
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Report.  Since  the  large  quantity  of  infiltration 
of  water  into  the  sewer  has  ceased,  the  analyses 
show  the  sewerage  effluent,  after  treatment,  to  be 
satisfactory. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION . 

The  providing  of  separate  closet  accommodation 
for  all  dwellings  is  continuing.  Where  earth 
closets  are  still  in  use,  facilities  for  connecting 
to  the  sewers  are  offered  by  the  Council  where 
the  distances  between  the  two  make  this  possible. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

Very  close  attention  is  given  to  the  matter  of 
pollution  of  rivers  and  streams  within  the  Borough. 
There  has  been  no  cause  for  complaint. 

SCAVENGING. 

The  collecting  of  refuse  and  street  cleansing 
is  still  being  done  by  contract.  Another  contractor 
has  secured  this  work  for  three  years  and  no 
complaints  have  been  made  in  the  way  the  work 
is  done. 

The  disposal  of  house  refuse,  under  the  con- 
trolled system,  is  being  done  quite  satisfactorily. 

SHOPS. 

Shops  have  been  inspected  regularly  and 
ventilation  and  temperatures  been  noted.  No 
action  has  been  necessary  throughout  the  year. 
The  sanitary  arrangements  are  satisfactory. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

During  the  year,  there  has  been  no  complaint 
of  smoke  nusiance. 
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SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 

As  stated  in  my  last  report,  there  are  no 
Public  Swimming  Baths  in  the  Borough.  The 
general  public  use  a section  of  the  River  Otter,  in 
which  a pool  has  been  formed.  The  river  bed  is 
cleaned  out  each  year  before  bathing  commences. 
I feel  that  there  is  a certain  amount  of  danger 
from  pollution  of  the  water  in  the  higher  reaches 
of  the  river  outside  the  Borough.  So  far,  however, 
the  river  has  not  been  suspected  of  bringing  any 
infectious  disease  to  the  bathers. 

I hope  that  in  time  an  open  air  swimming  pool 
will  be  provided. 

Allhallows  School  have  a private  swimming 
bath,  which  is  modern  in  construction.  The 
water  used  for  this  bath  has  been  reported  upon 
as  satisfactory. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

No  action  has  been  necessary  during  the  year 
for  the  eradication  of  bed  bugs  from— 

(a)  Council  Houses,  after  removals. 

(b)  Any  other  houses. 

Disinfecting  is  done  by  the  Local  Authority. 
On  the  whole,  the  tenants  moved  from  the  slum 
areas  have  been  clean,  only  in  a very  few  cases 
could  they  be  considered  dirty. 

The  Council  houses  are  inspected  at  intervals 
and  where  necessary  tenants  warned  about  the 
condition  of  the  house. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  cleaning  of  the  sanitary  conveniences  at 
the  Public  and  Elementary  Schools  is  satisfactorily 

done. 


The  sanitary  conveniences  in  the  Boys’  and 
Girls’  Elementary  Schools  are  not  satisfactory. 

I have  repeatedly  reported  this  matter  in  my 
reports,  but  there  will  be  no  improvement  until 
a new  system  is  adopted.  It  has  been  difficult  for 
the  owners  to  improve  matters  owing  to  the  heavy 
expense  it  will  entail — now  that  the  premises  have 
been  transferred  to  the  County  Authorities,  I am 
hoping  that  reconstruction  will  take  place. 

All  the  Schools  have  a good  supply  of  water 
from  the  Borough  mains. 

MILK,  DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

All  Milkshops,  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  are 
inspected  quarterly  and  the  producers  of  milk 
are  taking  a greater  interest  in  producing  clean 
milk.  This  can  be  discovered  in  the  general 
satisfactory  conditions. 

Weekly  samples  are  still  being  taken  for  tests 
for  cleanliness  and  tuberculosis  and  the  milk 
is  generally  of  a high  standard.  There  have  been 
some  failures  of  samples  when  tested  for  cleanli- 
ness and  usually  the  cause  has  been  found  to  be 
utensils  not  scrupulously  clean.  When  these 
have  been  sterilized,  the  trouble  has  disappeared. 

Progress  has  been  made  in  the  number  of 
producers,  coming  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designa- 
tion) Orders,  1923  and  1936.  Producers  who 
have  come  under  it  have  expereinced  difficulty  in 
persuading  the  general  public  to  buy  Tuberclin 
Tested  (Certified)  Milk,  partly  because  of  the 
extra  cost  and  partly  because  the  majority  do  not 
realise  the  differences  in  this  T.T.  Milk  and  ordin- 
ary milk.  The  aim  should  be  to  educate  the 
public  to  appreciate  the  value  of  pure,  clean 
milk. 


The  number  of  milk  producers  coming  under 
the  Order  is  as  follows  : — 

Tuberculin  Tested,  pro-1  ^ Tuberculin  Tested,  pro-  ) 
duced  in  the  Borough  d duced  outside  Borough  2 

but  retailed  within  it  ) 

Accredited  Milk,  pro-1  ^ Accredited  Milk,  pro-  ) 
duced  in  the  Borough  d duced  outside  Borough  2 

but  retailed  within  it  I 

No  retailer  was  struck  off  the  Register  during 
the  year.  We  need  a more  intensive  and  constant 
system  of  sampling  to  remove  the  difficulties 
confronting  an  improved  milk  supply.  As  a 
result  of  the  considerable  amount  of  research 
work  being  carried  on  in  the  bacteriological 
world,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  results  will  be  reached 
more  speedily.  Probably  the  methylene  blue 
test,  so  fully  dealt  with  in  the  report  of  the 
Medical  Research  Council  on  the  bacteriological 
grading  of  milk,  will  be  the  means  of  attaining 
this.  I believe  a considerable  sum  is  still  being- 
spent  for  the  purpose  of  discovering  quicker  and 
better  ways  and  expenditure  in  this  direction 
must  go  on  until  a solution  is  found  in  the  interests 
of  the  production  of  an  article  of  food  described 
by  the  Milk  Advisory  Committee  on  nutrition  as 

“ A food  which  contains  all  the  materials 
essential  for  the  growth  and  maintenance  of  life 
in  a form  for  utilisation  by  the  body  is  obviously 
of  high  value.” 

MEAT  AND  FOOD. 

Regular  inspections  have  been  made  of 
Butchers'  Shops,  Stalls,  Slaughterhouses  and  Lairs, 
and  Food  Stores,  and  they  have  found  to  be  in  a 
very  clean  condition  and  no  action  has  been 
necessary  during  the  year. 

The  quality  of  the  inspected  meat  has  been 
excellent. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 


All  Factories  and  Workshops  have  been  visited 
regularly  and  they  have  been  satisfactory. 

No  rag  flock  is  manufactured  in  the  Borough. 


HOUSING. 


The  elimination  of  unsatisfactory  houses  must 
continue.  It  seems  futile  to  repair  old  cottage 
property  and  try  to  make  it  fit  for  human  habi- 
tation, when  this  can  only  be  a temporary  measure. 
Rising  damp  in  old  property  is  almost  impossible 
to  cure  and  the  working  class  population  should  not 
be  asked  to  live  in  such  unhealthy  cottages.  They 
rightly  demand  improved  housing  conditions  and 
these  can  only  be  secured  by  demolishing  unfit 
property  and  building  suitable  houses. 


SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTIONS 
IN  THE  BOROUGH,  AND  THE  WORK  OF 
THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 


Plans  passed  during  the  year 

New  Dwellinghouses 

Shops 

Garages 

Subsidy  houses  completed  during  the  year 
Houses  still  needed  for  the  working  classes 
so  as  to  clear  the  Slum  Areas.... 

Houses  not  in  all  respects  fit  for  habitation 

Houses  for  working  classes  built  during  the 
year  : — 

By  Local  Authority 
Private  effort 
Total  by  Local  Authority 
Closing  Orders  made 
Houses  closed 
Cases  of  overcrowding  .... 


5 

o 

9 


Nil 

Nil 

136 

Nil 


i 


Q 
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Drains  and  Drainage, 

Drains  tested 
Drains  condemned 
New  W.C.'s  erected 
,,  W.C.  pedestals 
,,  Flushing  Cisterns 
,,  Pail  Closets 
,,  Drains  laid 
,,  Gullies  .... 

Urinal  .... 


21 

5 

21 

21 

75 

1 

21 

21 

1 


Infectious  Disease  and  Disinfection. 


Articles  of  Clothing  and  Bedding  disinfected  1 1 
,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  destroyed  2 

Cases  removed  to  Isolation  Hospital  ....  8 

,,  ,,  Sanatorium  ....  ....  Nil 

Houses  disinfected  for  ordinary  infectious 

disease  ....  ....  ....  ....  8 

Disinfected  for  Tuberculosis  ....  ....  3 

,,  Verminous  condition  ..  . Nil 


Milk  and  Dairies,  and  Cowsheds. 


No.  of  Cowkeepers  or  Dairymen  registered  : 

Retail  ....  ....  ....  ....  16 

Wholesale  ....  ....  ....  29 

No.  of  Cowsheds  in  the  District  ....  34 

No.  of  Dairies  in  the  District  ....  40 

No.  of  Cowsheds  with  impervious  floors  ....  30 

No.  of  Cowsheds  with  unsatisfactory  drains 

and  sanitation  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

No.  of  Cowsheds  with  unsatisfactory  lighting 

and  ventilation  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

No.  of  Cowsheds  with  unsatisfactory  water 

supply  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

No.  of  Visits  paid  to  Cowsheds  ....  136 

No.  of  Visits  paid  to  Dairies  ....  160 

No.  of  Dirty  Walls  of  Cowsheds  ....  20 

No.  of  Dirty  Walls  of  Dairies  ....  ....  3 
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Samples  of  Milk  Examined. 

No.  tested  for  Adulteration  17  Satisfactory  17 
,,  ,,  Cleanliness  55  „ 34 

,,  ,,  Tuberculosis  19  ,,  19 

Number  of  Inspections  made  during  the  Year. 

No.  of  Visits  to  Houses  ....  ....  165 

,,  ,,  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  8 

,,  ,,  Food  Inspection....  ....  75 

,,  ,,  Refuse  Tip  ....  ....  104 

,,  ,,  Sewage  Disposal  Works  ....  104 


Nuisances. 


Obstructed  Drains 

9 

„ Gullies 

1 

W.C.'s 

2 

,,  Sewers 

1 

Defective  Sink  Wastes 

3 

,,  Spouting 

3 

,,  Sanitary  Receptacles 

12 

„ Urinals 

1 

,,  W.C.  Flushing  Cisterns 

30 

,,  Pail  Closets  .... 

1 

Offensive  Accumulation 

2 

Informal  Notices  served 

46 

,,  ,,  complied  with 

46 

Statutory  Notices  served 

Nil 

,,  ,,  complied  with 

Nil 

Schools. 

No.  of  Schools  in  the  District  : 


Public  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

Private  ....  ....  ....  ....  I 

No.  of  Schools  found  defective  ....  ....  1 

Visits  to  Schools  ....  ....  12 
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Slaughterhouses. 

No.  of  Slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough 


Registered  ....  ....  ....  5 

Licensed  ....  ....  ....  2 

Public  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

No.  of  Visits  to  Slaughterhouses....  ....  28 

,,  Dirty  Walls  of  Slaughterhouses  ....  10 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

and 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed 

588 

264 

2202 

3199 

Number  inspected 

500 

200 

2000 

3000 

All  diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis. 

Whole  carcases  condem- 
ned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis. 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

.004 

Visits  paid  to  Butcher’s  Shops  and  Butcher’s 
Stalls 

Other  Food  Shops  and  Stores 


50 

40 


• • • « 


Factory  and  Workshop  Inspection. 


No.  of  Factories  registered  in  the  Borough  13 

,,  Workshops  registered  in  the  Borough  12 

„ W orkrooms  registered  in  the  Borough  6 

,,  Inspections  ....  ....  ....  62 

,,  Notices  served  to  remedy  defects  ....  1 

„ Notices  complied  with  ....  ....  1 

,,  Bakehouses  in  the  Borough  ....  9 

,,  Inspections  ....  ....  ....  36 

Notices  served  to  remedy  defects  ....  ] 

No.  of  Notices  complied  with  ....  ....  1 


Defects  Found  in  Factories  and  Workshops. 

Nuisances  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ....  ....  1 

No.  remedied  ....  ....  ....  1 

Want  of  Ventilation  ....  ....  Nil 

No.  remedied  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

Overcrowding  ....  ...  ....  Nil 

Want  of  Floor  Drainage  ....  ....  Nil 

Other  Nuisances  (Sanitary)  ....  ....  Nil 

Insufficient  W.C.’s  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

Unsuitable  or  Defective  ....  ....  Nil 

No  remedied  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

Not  for  separate  sexes  ....  ....  Nil 

Offences  under  Factory  and  Workshop  Act. 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  Bake- 
houses and  other  offences  excluding 
offences  relating  to  outworkers  and 
offences  under  the  Sections  mentioned 
in  the  schedule  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

Factories  and  Workshops  (Transfer  of 

Powers)  Order,  3923.  ....  ....  Nil 
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Housing. 

Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  Year  : - 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  Dwellinghouses  in- 

spected for  housing  defects  (under 
Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ....  75 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  ....  ....  ....  75 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  Dwellinghouses  (included 

under  sub-head  (I)  above)  which 
were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regula- 
tions, 1925  ....  ....  ....  75 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  ....  ....  ....  75 

(3)  Number  of  Dwellinghouses  found  to  be 

in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious 
to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ....  ....  ....  25 

(4)  Number  of  Dwellinghouses  (exclusive 

of  those  referred  to  under  the  pre- 
ceding sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in 
all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ....  ....  15 

(2)  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without 
Service  of  Formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  Dwellinghouses 
rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 

informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ....  35 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the 
Year 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and 
16,  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  Dwellinghouses  in  respect 
of  which  notices  were  served  re- 
quiring repairs  ....  ....  Nil 
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(2)  Number  of  Dwellinghouses  which 
were  rendered  fit  after  service  of 
Formal  Notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners  ....  ....  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  de- 

fault of  Owners  ....  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  Dwellinghouses  in  respect 

of  which  Notices  were  served  re- 
quiring defects  to  be  remedied  ....  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  Dwellinghouses  in  which 

defects  were  remedied  after  service 
of  Formal  Notices  : — .... 

(a)  By  Owners  ....  ....  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  de- 

fault of  Owners  ....  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect 

of  which  Demolition  Orders  were 
made  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  Dwellinghouses  demolished 

in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  15 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or 

underground  rooms  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or 

underground  rooms  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  deter- 
mined, the  tenement  or  room 
having  been  rendered  fit 


Nil 
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Housing  Act , 1936.  Part  IV.  Overcrowding  : 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at 

the  end  of  the  year  ....  ....  5 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  5 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  30 \ 

( b ) Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

reported  during  the  year  ....  Nil 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding 

relieved  during  the  year  . ....  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 

cases  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwell- 

inghouses  have  again  become  over- 
crowded after  the  Local  Authority 
have  taken  steps,  for  the  abate- 
ment of  overcrowding  ....  Nil 

J.  W.  Jones,  m.i.m.,  and  c.y.e.,  m.r.s.i.,  m.s.i.a., 
Borough  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

BUNCOMBE  STEELE-PERKINS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Honiton  Borough  Council. 
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